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Welcome to The Informant, our new monthly 
magazine offering curated news and exclusive 
content to supporters of the Informed Consent 
Action Network. We really wanted to provide 
something more to those supporters who give 
something more.  The Informant features exclusive 
interviews, articles, and a breakdown of our most 
impactful work over the past month. 

When The HighWire premiered in 2017, we 
imagined a news program where we could 
report on the important news ICAN was making, 
but we hadn’t considered at the time that there 
would be too much news for us to cover in our 
weekly show.  During production meetings, we 
are often faced with the difficult decision of 
cutting important stories simply because there is 
not enough time to cover every breaking story, 
and every action ICAN is taking. The Informant 
provides a platform to bring you those important 
stories, highlight ICAN’s most significant actions, 
and direct your eye to informative content you 
may have missed in the previous month. 

ICAN’s legal footprint is vast, spanning thousands 
of FOIA requests, numerous lawsuits & petitions 
to regulatory agencies, in-depth investigations 
of important health issues facing the public, 
publication of white papers, and more.

Also, expect to find behind-the-scenes interviews 
with our CEO, Del Bigtree, a breakdown of 
things we aren’t able to cover extensively on The 
HighWire, and other articles only available here, 
for you. 

Part of what I think makes ICAN unique is our 
relationship with our supporters, who make 
all that we do possible.  Our team really has a 
passion for providing information directly to the 
public, so they can make truly informed decisions 
for themselves and their families.  We have all 
been on a journey together since our founding 
in 2016, and The Informant is another exciting 
path along that journey.  I hope that you find it 
insightful, interesting and informative. 

Catharine Layton
COO, ICAN
Supervising Producer,
The HighWire  
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4 ICAN’S RECENT LEGAL UPDATES

ICAN’S ATTORNEYS FILE A SECOND CICP LAWSUIT
TO DEMAND JUSTICE FOR COVID-19 VACCINE INJURED

ICAN is thrilled to 
announce its support of 
another lawsuit challenging 
the Countermeasures Injury 
Compensation Program 
(CICP), filed this week in 
Texas. As supporters may 
remember, ICAN is also 
supporting a similar case in 
Louisiana.

The PREP Act provides near-
universal immunity from 
liability to manufacturers 
of all COVID-19 vaccines 
(and to others). Instead of 
being able to sue Pfizer, 
Moderna, or J&J, those 
injured must file a claim 
through CICP. 

This farce of a program is 
unjust, underfunded, and 
unconstitutional. To date, it 
has only compensated 12 
individuals out of 13,116 
COVID-19 claims.

The Texas case is being 
filed on behalf of four 
individuals:

•	 A minor who was 
rushed to the 
emergency room when 
blood vessels began 
to burst all over his 
body shortly after 
receiving his shot and 
who was eventually 
diagnosed with immune 
thrombocytopenia 
purpura;

•	 A mother of twins 
who suffered vaccine-
induced dysautonomia 
and was forced to 
resign from her job;

•	 An orthopedic surgeon 
who suffered rapid 
onset of transverse 
myelitis (inflammation 
of the spinal cord that 
extends horizontally 
across the vertebrae) 

Best of all, if this suit is 
successful, the relief sought 
may apply to all COVID-19 
vaccine injured individuals 
in the U.S.

ICAN continues to be 
grateful to its generous 
supporters who make 
ground-breaking lawsuits 
like this possible.

See below for more 
instances where ICAN has 
confronted health agencies 
over public safety:

DOCUMENTS REVEAL CDC 
WAS QUIETLY GIVING 
ADVICE ON HOW TO 
HANDLE BREAKTHROUGH 
INFECTIONS IN MARCH 
2021

ICAN’S ATTORNEYS FILE 
MAJOR LAWSUIT TO STRIKE 
DOWN PORTIONS OF THE 
PREP ACT

LATEST PFIZER DOCUMENTS 
REVEAL HIGHLY 
SUSPICIOUS DEATHS AND 
HOSPITALIZATIONS IN THE 
CLINICAL TRIAL DATA

CDC HAS NO DATA TO 
SUPPORT ITS TWEET 
TELLING AMERICA THAT 
IT IS SAFE TO GIVE THE 
MONKEYPOX, FLU, AND 
COVID SHOTS TOGETHER

ICAN DEMANDS 
ANSWERS ABOUT DEATH 
DISCREPANCIES IN PFIZER’S 
CLINICAL TRIAL 

CDC ADMITS ONCE AND 
FOR ALL IT HAS NO BASIS 
FOR ITS CLAIM THAT 
COVID-19 VACCINES DO 
NOT CAUSE VARIANTS

WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW:
•	 ICAN supports a 

new lawsuit in Texas 
challenging the 
Countermeasures 
Injury Compensation 
Program (CICP), 
adding to a similar 
case in Louisiana

•	 The PREP Act shields 
COVID-19 vaccine 
manufacturers from 
liability, forcing 
those injured to seek 
compensation through 
the underfunded and 
unjust CICP

•	 To date, only 12 out 
of 13,116 COVID-19 
claims have been 
compensated by CICP

•	 If successful, the 
lawsuit could benefit 
all COVID-19 
vaccine-injured 
individuals in the U.S.

who can no longer 
practice medicine. 
He is on permanent 
disability, yet he was 
denied compensation 
by CICP; and

•	 A pediatric neurologist 
and professor of 
neurology at Harvard 
Medical School, who 
suffered a Shoulder 
Injury Related to 
Vaccine Administration 
(SIRVA) but missed 
the extremely short 
one-year statute of 
limitations to file a CICP 
claim. Due to her injury, 
she now has great 
difficulty practicing 
medicine the way she 
used to.

The plaintiffs demand, 
among other things, 
the right to due process 
protections such as the right 
to see any evidence used 
against them, the ability to 
present expert witnesses, 
and the right to appeal an 
adverse decision—basic 
hallmarks of the American 
justice system.

https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-a-second-cicp-lawsuit-to-demand-justice-for-covid-19-vaccine-injured/
https://icandecide.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/001-VERIFIED-COMPLAINT-CICP-TEXAS.pdf
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-major-lawsuit-to-strike-down-portions-of-the-prep-act/
https://www.congress.gov/109/plaws/publ148/PLAW-109publ148.pdf#page=140
https://www.hrsa.gov/cicp/cicp-data
https://www.hrsa.gov/cicp/cicp-data
https://icandecide.org/press-release/documents-reveal-cdc-was-quietly-giving-advice-on-how-to-handle-breakthrough-infections-in-march-2021/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/documents-reveal-cdc-was-quietly-giving-advice-on-how-to-handle-breakthrough-infections-in-march-2021/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/documents-reveal-cdc-was-quietly-giving-advice-on-how-to-handle-breakthrough-infections-in-march-2021/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/documents-reveal-cdc-was-quietly-giving-advice-on-how-to-handle-breakthrough-infections-in-march-2021/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/documents-reveal-cdc-was-quietly-giving-advice-on-how-to-handle-breakthrough-infections-in-march-2021/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/documents-reveal-cdc-was-quietly-giving-advice-on-how-to-handle-breakthrough-infections-in-march-2021/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-major-lawsuit-to-strike-down-portions-of-the-prep-act/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-major-lawsuit-to-strike-down-portions-of-the-prep-act/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-major-lawsuit-to-strike-down-portions-of-the-prep-act/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-major-lawsuit-to-strike-down-portions-of-the-prep-act/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/latest-pfizer-documents-reveal-highly-suspicious-deaths-and-hospitalizations-in-the-clinical-trial-data/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/latest-pfizer-documents-reveal-highly-suspicious-deaths-and-hospitalizations-in-the-clinical-trial-data/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/latest-pfizer-documents-reveal-highly-suspicious-deaths-and-hospitalizations-in-the-clinical-trial-data/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/latest-pfizer-documents-reveal-highly-suspicious-deaths-and-hospitalizations-in-the-clinical-trial-data/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/latest-pfizer-documents-reveal-highly-suspicious-deaths-and-hospitalizations-in-the-clinical-trial-data/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-has-no-data-to-support-its-tweet-telling-america-that-it-is-safe-to-give-the-monkeypox-flu-and-covid-shots-together/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-has-no-data-to-support-its-tweet-telling-america-that-it-is-safe-to-give-the-monkeypox-flu-and-covid-shots-together/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-has-no-data-to-support-its-tweet-telling-america-that-it-is-safe-to-give-the-monkeypox-flu-and-covid-shots-together/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-has-no-data-to-support-its-tweet-telling-america-that-it-is-safe-to-give-the-monkeypox-flu-and-covid-shots-together/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-has-no-data-to-support-its-tweet-telling-america-that-it-is-safe-to-give-the-monkeypox-flu-and-covid-shots-together/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-has-no-data-to-support-its-tweet-telling-america-that-it-is-safe-to-give-the-monkeypox-flu-and-covid-shots-together/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/ican-demands-answers-about-death-discrepancies-in-pfizers-clinical-trial/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/ican-demands-answers-about-death-discrepancies-in-pfizers-clinical-trial/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/ican-demands-answers-about-death-discrepancies-in-pfizers-clinical-trial/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/ican-demands-answers-about-death-discrepancies-in-pfizers-clinical-trial/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-admits-once-and-for-all-it-has-no-basis-for-its-claim-that-covid-19-vaccines-do-not-cause-variants/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-admits-once-and-for-all-it-has-no-basis-for-its-claim-that-covid-19-vaccines-do-not-cause-variants/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-admits-once-and-for-all-it-has-no-basis-for-its-claim-that-covid-19-vaccines-do-not-cause-variants/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-admits-once-and-for-all-it-has-no-basis-for-its-claim-that-covid-19-vaccines-do-not-cause-variants/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/cdc-admits-once-and-for-all-it-has-no-basis-for-its-claim-that-covid-19-vaccines-do-not-cause-variants/
http://
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-file-a-second-cicp-lawsuit-to-demand-justice-for-covid-19-vaccine-injured/


5IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
•	 In Dec 2023, the FDA issued 

a rule allowing human 
experiments without informed 
consent if the research poses 
“minimal risk” 

•	 Informed consent, a core 
human right, requires being 
fully informed of risks and 
benefits and consenting 
without coercion

•	 ICAN’s investigation 
revealed efforts to undermine 
informed consent since 1962, 
prompting a FOIA request for 
more information

•	 ICAN is actively monitoring 
to ensure these provisions 
are not misused to test novel 
products on the public 

An FDA rule change 
published on December 
21, 2023 solidifies that 
scientists are allowed 
to conduct human 
experiments without 
informed consent, as long 
as the research poses 
“minimal risk” and includes 
“appropriate safeguards 
to protect the rights, safety, 
and welfare of human 
subjects.” Investigation by 
ICAN’s legal team revealed 
that efforts to undermine 
informed consent 
protections have long been 
in the works, going back 
to at least 1962. ICAN has 
filed a FOIA request to dig 
deeper into this violation 
of one of our most basic 
human rights.

Informed consent is one 
of the bedrocks of human 
rights. It requires that (1) 
you be fully informed 
of the risks and benefits 
of any intervention or 
procedure and (2) that 
you consent to participate 

without coercion of any 
kind. Unfortunately, it turns 
out that Congress and our 
federal health authorities 
have been working to 
weaken informed consent 
protections for over 60 
years!

On the heels of FDA’s 
new draft guidance 
which further weakens the 
already paltry clinical trial 
requirements for vaccine 
approval, FDA is once 
again implementing rules 
that take aim at informed 
consent protections. On 
December 21, 2023, FDA 
issued a final rule that 
“allows an exception from 
the requirement to obtain 
informed consent when a 
clinical investigation poses 
no more than minimal 
risk to the human subject 
and includes appropriate 
safeguards to protect the 
rights, safety, and welfare 
of human subjects.”

In 1962, Congress passed 
an amendment to the Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetics Act 
which directed HHS to 
create regulations that 
required researchers to 
“obtain the consent of 
such human beings or 
their representatives, 
except where they deem 
it not feasible or, in their 
professional judgment, 

contrary to the best interests 
of such human beings.” 

In 1981, both the FDA 
and HHS issued updated 
federal regulations 
regarding “The Protection 
of Human Subjects.” HHS’s 
regulations for example 
“exempt[ed]  broad 
categories of research 
which normally present 
little or no risk of harm to 
subjects,” such as “study of 
data, documents, records 
and specimens.”

In 1991, the Federal Policy 
for the Protection of Human 
Subjects (also known as the 
Common Rule) was passed 
and adopted by HHS, 
along with 14 other federal 
departments—but not FDA. 
These regulations once 
again allowed informed 
consent exceptions when 
the research was deemed 
to be of “minimal” risk 
and met other criteria. 
Subsequent rule updates 
since 1991 have preserved 
these exceptions.

Now, with this latest 
rule, FDA claims that it is 
simply “harmoniz[ing]” its 
regulations with HHS and 
Common Rule language. 
That may be so, but 
unfortunately the new rule 
continues to perpetuate 
the practice of allowing 

DISTURBING FDA LOOPHOLE ALLOWS SCIENTISTS
TO DO EXPERIMENTS ON HUMANS WITHOUT INFORMED CONSENT

researchers to waive some 
or all informed consent 
requirements, including 
when the following criteria 
are met:

•	 The clinical investigation 
involves no more than 
minimal risk to the 
subjects;

•	 The clinical investigation 
could not practicably 
be carried out without 
the requested waiver or 
alteration;

•	 If the clinical investigation 
involves using identifiable 
private information or 
identifiable biospecimens, 
the clinical investigation 
could not practicably 
be carried out without 
using such information 
or biospecimens in an 
identifiable format;

•	 The waiver or alteration 
will not adversely affect 
the rights and welfare of 
the subjects; and

•	 Whenever appropriate, 
the subjects or 
legally authorized 
representatives will be 
provided with additional 
pertinent information after 
participation.

Just how concerning is 
this? What about potential 
inhalable vaccines—the 
ones that are designed to 
spread from person-to-
person? It certainly seems 
like if they can justify 
these types of products as 
“minimal risk” as they have 
in the past, this sort of rule 
could be used to shield 
researchers who wish to 
test transmissible products 
that may escape (or be 
intentionally released) in 
real world settings.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-12-21/pdf/2023-27935.pdf
https://icandecide.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/IR1109-FDA-Communications-re-IRB-Alteration-of-Informed-Consent-for-Clinical-Investigations.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/172166/download
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-12-21/pdf/2023-27935.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-76/pdf/STATUTE-76-Pg780.pdf#page=4
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/fedreg/fr046/fr046017/fr046017.pdf#page=500
https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/fedreg/fr046/fr046016/fr046016.pdf#page=426
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/regulations/common-rule/index.html
https://icandecide.org/press-release/disturbing-fda-loophole-allows-scientists-to-do-experiments-on-humans-without-informed-consent/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-12-21/pdf/2023-27935.pdf
https://thehighwire.com/editorial/a-look-at-darpas-mrna-plan-head-scientist-is-aerosol-delivery-next/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/disturbing-fda-loophole-allows-scientists-to-do-experiments-on-humans-without-informed-consent/
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CONCERNING REPORTS OF SHINGLES AFTER COVID-19 
VACCINATION FOUND IN V-SAFE FREE-TEXT ENTRIES

In April, CDC released the 
third batch of V-safe free-
text entries. As readers may 
remember, it took an order 
from a federal judge for 
the American public to get 
access to these entries from 
CDC’s COVID-19 vaccine 
safety monitoring system. 

Nearly 2500 text entries 
have mentioned shingles 

(herpes zoster) in the data 
received so far. Multiple 
studies have linked shingles 
outbreaks to mRNA 
vaccines, including this 
2023 meta-analysis and 
this 2024 literature review. 

While the mechanism isn’t 
clear, it is theorized that 
the vaccines may cause 
a temporary inability to 
suppress a latent zoster 
viral infection, allowing for 
its reactivation. But in spite 
of this data, U.S. health 
authorities have adamantly 
refused to recognize 
any causal relationship 
between the COVID-19 
vaccines and this extremely 
painful condition.

Below are some examples 
of V-safe entries that 
mention shingles:

“45 minutes after receiving 
the vaccine I had a flareup 
of shingles on my leg.”

“I had an outbreak of 
shingles. I havent [sic] had 
it for around 20 years until 
now.”

“Shingles flare up on face 
and scalp. Symptoms 
started approximately two 
hours after my shot, and the 
rash appeared yesterday. 
I also had shingles 
approximately one month 
before the covid vaccine, in 
a different location.”

“Jan 18 or 19 had pain in 
back and front on left side 
along waist and some rash 
on back still bothering me 
on 25th so went to Primary 
care and was diagnosed 
with shingles. Prescribed 
Famciclovir for 14 days.”

“I have shingles now. Im 
[sic] not sure if its [sic] a 
result from the vaccine 
or something else. I have 
extreme pain, stabbing, 
and burning pain.”

As we reported last time, a 
full accounting of the data 
won’t be possible until we 
have all 7.8 million entries. 
Rest assured that ICAN will 
do a full analysis at that 
time to determine just how 
many safety signals CDC 
blatantly ignored.

In the meantime, we 
continue to encourage 
those interested to 
download the data and 
review it yourselves.

To support future legal 
action like this, click below 
to donate!

WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW:
•	 Nearly 2500 V-safe text 

entries have reported 
shingles (herpes zoster) 
following COVID-19 
vaccination

•	 Multiple studies have 
linked shingles outbreaks 
to mRNA vaccines

•	 It’s theorized that 
COVID-19 vaccines 
may temporarily 
suppress the ability to 
control latent zoster viral 
infections, potentially 
reactivating shingles

•	 Despite this data, U.S. 
health authorities have 
not recognized a causal 
relationship between the 
vaccines and shingles

https://icandecide.org/press-release/concerning-reports-of-shingles-after-covid-19-vaccination-found-in-v-safe-free-text-entries/
https://icandecide.org/v-safe-data/
https://icandecide.org/v-safe-data/
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(23)00519-4/fulltext
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s40121-024-00924-3.pdf
https://icandecide.org/support-ican/
https://icandecide.org/v-safe-data/
http://
https://icandecide.org/press-release/concerning-reports-of-shingles-after-covid-19-vaccination-found-in-v-safe-free-text-entries/


7TOP SOCIAL POSTS FROM THE HIGHWIRE 

https://twitter.com/HighWireTalk/status/1775924744803553421
https://twitter.com/HighWireTalk/status/1775142941524111829
https://twitter.com/HighWireTalk/status/1774896624264700043
https://twitter.com/HighWireTalk
https://thehighwire.com/
https://t.me/TheHighWireOfficial
https://www.instagram.com/the_highwire_official/
https://forms.monday.com/forms/8c41d6ee4362171cd4a4d569bf7c0903?r=use1
https://thehighwire.com/
https://twitter.com/highwiretalk?lang=en
https://telegram.me/s/TheHighWire?after=3383
https://www.instagram.com/the_highwire_official
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https://uncoverdc.com/
https://thehighwire.com/editorials/tracybeanz/
https://buckleyandco.ca/our-team/
https://twitter.com/Shawnbuckleylaw
https://uncoverdc.com/
https://twitter.com/tracybeanz?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://rumble.com/c/UncoverDC
https://thehighwire.com/ark-videos/reality-bites/
https://thehighwire.com/ark-videos/nuclear-consequences/
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https://ultrafree.co/
https://theshannonjoy.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR13R0yMI791kz2xm-fZNKa3wBPGmAtztFqIi0-y6Y0rUbOn5Eq18ojHT0A_aem_Aai4ixi8ZKwPQO7OJT-Swv5bNjUNjWxk8SvdiGh6GPG3QHiDWxrKDT0FTHwa2a_WWhmuNf06IfXONtn9wOya8QIf
https://ultrafree.co/
https://thehighwire.com/ark-videos/a-new-dawn/
https://thehighwire.com/ark-videos/ground-rules/
https://rumble.com/c/TheShannonJoyShow
https://twitter.com/shannonjoyradi0?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/dreadematteo/reels/?hl=en
https://rumble.com/c/TheShannonJoyShow
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https://thehighwire.com/ark-videos/the-power-game/
https://thehighwire.com/ark-videos/borderline/
https://michaelyon.com/
https://michaelyon.substack.com/
https://twitter.com/Michael_Yon
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197709/ROBERT_ROOS/home
https://twitter.com/Rob_Roos
https://thehighwire.shop/collections/books
https://thehighwire.shop/collections/books/products/the-war-on-ivermectin-the-medicine-that-saved-millions-and-could-have-ended-the-pandemic
https://thehighwire.shop/collections/books/products/im-unvaccinated-and-thats-ok
https://thehighwire.shop/collections/books/products/ican-vs-hhs-the-great-vaccine-debate
https://thehighwire.shop/collections/books/products/book-the-indoctrinated-brain-by-michael-nehls-md-phd
https://thehighwire.shop/
https://thehighwire.shop/collections/books/products/book-deception-the-great-covid-cover-up
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http://thehighwire.shop
https://thehighwire.shop/
https://www.facebook.com/ICANdecide/
https://twitter.com/highwiretalk
https://rumble.com/c/TheHighWire
https://gab.com/TheHighWire
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https://twitter.com/AaronSiriSG
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https://gab.com/TheHighWire
https://www.instagram.com/icandecide/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ICANdecide
https://www.facebook.com/del.bigtree/
https://twitter.com/jeffereyjaxen?lang=en
https://substack.com/@jeffereyjaxen
https://twitter.com/delbigtree?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://rumble.com/TheHighWire
https://www.instagram.com/the_highwire_official
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