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Welcome to The Informant, our new monthly 
magazine offering curated news and exclusive 
content to supporters of the Informed Consent 
Action Network. We really wanted to provide 
something more to those supporters who give 
something more.  The Informant features exclusive 
interviews, articles, and a breakdown of our most 
impactful work over the past month. 

When The HighWire premiered in 2017, we 
imagined a news program where we could 
report on the important news ICAN was making, 
but we hadn’t considered at the time that there 
would be too much news for us to cover in our 
weekly show.  During production meetings, we 
are often faced with the difficult decision of 
cutting important stories simply because there is 
not enough time to cover every breaking story, 
and every action ICAN is taking. The Informant 
provides a platform to bring you those important 
stories, highlight ICAN’s most significant actions, 
and direct your eye to informative content you 
may have missed in the previous month. 

ICAN’s legal footprint is vast, spanning thousands 
of FOIA requests, numerous lawsuits & petitions 
to regulatory agencies, in-depth investigations 
of important health issues facing the public, 
publication of white papers, and more.

Also, expect to find behind-the-scenes interviews 
with our CEO, Del Bigtree, a breakdown of 
things we aren’t able to cover extensively on The 
HighWire, and other articles only available here, 
for you. 

Part of what I think makes ICAN unique is our 
relationship with our supporters, who make 
all that we do possible.  Our team really has a 
passion for providing information directly to the 
public, so they can make truly informed decisions 
for themselves and their families.  We have all 
been on a journey together since our founding 
in 2016, and The Informant is another exciting 
path along that journey.  I hope that you find it 
insightful, interesting and informative. 

Catharine Layton
COO, ICAN
Supervising Producer,
The HighWire  
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4 ICAN’S RECENT LEGAL UPDATES

BREAKING: LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST ASTRAZENECA FOR 
MOTHER SERIOUSLY INJURED IN ITS COVID-19 VACCINE TRIAL

The attorneys that regularly 
represent ICAN filed a 
lawsuit against COVID-19 
vaccine manufacturer 
AstraZeneca on behalf 
of Brianne (“Bri”) 
Dressen, co-founder of 
REACT19, who suffered 
severe neurological 
harm while participating 
in AstraZeneca’s U.S. 
COVID-19 vaccine clinical 
trial. AstraZeneca is being 
sued for breach of contract 
after callously ignoring Bri’s 
pleas for aid. This is likely 
the first case of its kind.

Bri was a healthy and 
active 39-year-old wife, 

mother, and preschool 
teacher when she signed up 
for the AstraZeneca clinical 
trial and received her first 
dose of the company’s 
COVID-19 vaccine on 
November 4, 2020.
Shortly after her shot, 
she experienced tingling 
and prickling in her arms, 
blurred vision, headache, 
sound sensitivity, tinnitus, 
nausea, and vomiting. 
Bri’s condition continued 
to worsen as time went on, 
baffling her doctors, and 
yet AstraZeneca refused to 
provide any information, 
medical referrals, medical 
care, or finances to assist 
with her treatment.

Bri was eventually 
diagnosed with “Post 
Vaccine Neuropathy” 
by none other than the 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH). This post-vaccine 
neuropathy caused chronic 
inflammatory demyelinating 
polyneuropathy (CIDP), a 
condition which has caused 
constant, abnormal, and 
painful sensations with 
which Bri has suffered, 
including the feeling of 
being repeatedly and 
constantly electrocuted. 

her care! Bri refused to 
accept this deal.

Fortunately, the attorneys 
that regularly represent 
ICAN have stepped in and 
filed a breach of contract 
suit to hold AstraZeneca 
accountable for the 
promises it made to Bri. 
They have requested a 
jury trial and look forward 
to holding AstraZeneca 
responsible.

Rest assured, ICAN will 
follow the case closely 
as the attorneys hold 
AstraZeneca’s feet to the 
proverbial fire and demand 
justice for Bri!

DOCUMENTS REVEAL CDC 
WAS QUIETLY GIVING ADVICE 
ON HOW TO HANDLE 
BREAKTHROUGH INFECTIONS 
IN MARCH 2021

ICAN’S ATTORNEYS FILE 
MAJOR LAWSUIT TO STRIKE 
DOWN PORTIONS OF THE 
PREP ACT

LATEST PFIZER DOCUMENTS 
REVEAL HIGHLY 
SUSPICIOUS DEATHS AND 
HOSPITALIZATIONS IN THE 
CLINICAL TRIAL DATA

CDC HAS NO DATA TO 
SUPPORT ITS TWEET TELLING 
AMERICA THAT IT IS SAFE TO 
GIVE THE MONKEYPOX, FLU, 
AND COVID SHOTS TOGETHER

ICAN DEMANDS 
ANSWERS ABOUT DEATH 
DISCREPANCIES IN PFIZER’S 
CLINICAL TRIAL 

CDC ADMITS ONCE AND FOR 
ALL IT HAS NO BASIS FOR 
ITS CLAIM THAT COVID-19 
VACCINES DO NOT CAUSE 
VARIANTS

WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW:
•	 Brianne Dressen, co-

founder of REACT19, 
is suing AstraZeneca 
for breach of contract 
after suffering severe 
neurological harm 
during their U.S. 
COVID-19 vaccine trial.

•	 AstraZeneca’s consent 
form promised to provide 
or cover the costs of 
medical treatment for 
research injuries.

•	 Despite being diagnosed 
with “Post Vaccine 
Neuropathy” by the 
NIH, AstraZeneca 
ignored Dressen’s pleas 
for aid and refused 
necessary support.

•	 They offered her 
$1,243.30 in exchange 
for releasing the 
company from further 
financial responsibility, 
which she declined.

This leaves Bri in constant 
pain and has resulted in 
her inability to work or fully 
care for her children for 
the past three-and-a-half 
years.

As ICAN supporters well 
know, the PREP Act prevents 
vaccine recipients like 
Bri from suing COVID-19 
vaccine manufacturers for 
their injuries. However, 
AstraZeneca’s informed 
consent form, which 
Bri signed in order to 
participate in the trial, 
promised to “provide 
medical treatment or 
refer you for treatment” 
and “to cover the costs of 
research injuries.” Despite 
this, AstraZeneca ignored 
numerous requests for 
support before finally 
offering Bri the laughable 
sum of $1,243.30—a 
minuscule fraction of the 
medical bills, lost wages, 
and other expenses that 
she and her family had 
incurred.

Worse, AstraZeneca 
conditioned its offer on 
Bri agreeing to release 
the company of all further 
financial responsibility for 
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ICAN’S ATTORNEYS SECURE EXEMPTION FOR AIR FORCE 
SERVICE MEMBERS’ CHILDREN

Recently, a husband and 
wife who were both Air 
Force service members 
requested a religious 
exemption from vaccination 
for their children so that 
they could attend on-base 
daycare activities. The Air 
Force denied their request 
and one of their children 
was set to be kicked out of 
the center within a week. 

After the service members 
reached out to ICAN 
attorneys, immediate action 
was taken to ensure that 

the Air Force understood 
their requirement to abide 
by Department of Defense 
policy and the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA). Attorneys worked 

with the parents to submit 
an appeal requesting 
reconsideration of the initial 

decision. Less than a week 
after it was submitted, their 
appeal was granted, and 
their children can now 
attend on-base daycare 
while having their religious 

freedoms honored.
ICAN’s goal was to not 
only help this family but 

remind the Department 
of Defense of its duty to 
respect the First Amendment 
and the rights of service 
members. As Department 
of Defense Instruction 
(DoDI) 1300.17 1.2. e. 
states “DoD Components 
will normally accommodate 
practices of a Service 
member based on sincerely 
held religious belief...” 

Further, the RFRA requires 
the government to make 
these determinations using 
a case-by-case analysis, 
and not a generalized 
assessment.

When reminded of these 
regulations and laws by 
ICAN’s attorneys, the 
Air Force reversed the 
denial. Every success is 
celebrated by ICAN, but 
it is especially gratifying 
when we are able to 
assist our United States 
military members and help 
defend their rights. And we 
hope the Department of 
Defense has learned that it 
cannot violate the religious 
freedoms of its service 
members with impunity.

WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW:
•	 An Air Force couple’s 

request for a religious 
exemption from 
vaccination for their 
children’s on-base 
daycare was denied.

•	 ICAN works to ensure 
the Department of 
Defense respects 
service members’ First 
Amendment rights and 
religious freedoms.

•	 With ICAN attorneys’ 
help, they successfully 
appealed the decision 
within a week.

Lead Counsel, Aaron Siri, Esq. lays out the details here:

https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-secure-exemption-for-air-force-service-members-children/
https://icandecide.org/support-ican/
http://
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-secure-exemption-for-air-force-service-members-children/
https://icandecide.org/press-release/icans-attorneys-secure-exemption-for-air-force-service-members-children/
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